
APPENDIX 1

Functions of the United States Air Force

This description of the functions of the Air Force is extracted from
Department of Defense Directive 5100.1, Functions of the
Department of Defense and Its Major Components, which is based
on Titles 10 and 14 of the United States Code.

1. Common Functions of the Military Departments. The functions of
the Military Departments, under their respective Secretaries, are as
follows:

a. To prepare forces and establish reserves of manpower,
equipment, and supplies for the effective prosecution of war and
military operations short of war and plan for the expansion of
peacetime components to meet the needs of war.

b. To maintain in readiness mobile reserve forces, properly
organized, trained, and equipped for employment in an emergency.

c. To provide adequate, timely, and reliable intelligence and
counterintelligence for the Military Department and other agencies as
directed by competent authority.

d. To recruit, organize, train, and equip interoperable forces for
assignment to Unified and Specified Combatant Commands.

e. To prepare and submit budgets for their respective
departments; justify before the Congress budget requests as approved
by the President; and administer the funds made available for
maintaining, equipping, and training the forces of their respective
departments, including those assigned to Unified and Specified
Combatant Commands. The budget submissions to the Secretary of
Defense by the Military Departments shall be prepared on the basis,
among other things, of the recommendations of CINCs [commanders
in chief] and of Service component commanders of forces assigned
to Unified and Specified Combatant Commands.

f. To conduct research; develop tactics, techniques and
organization; and develop and procure weapons, equipment, and
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supplies essential to the fulfillment of the functions assigned [by the
Secretary of Defense].

g. To develop, garrison, supply, equip, and maintain bases and
other installations, including lines of communication, and to provide
administrative and logistics support for all forces and bases, unless
otherwise directed by the Secretary of Defense.

h. To provide, as directed, such forces, military missions, and
detachments for service in foreign countries as may be required to
support the national interests of the United States.

i. To assist in training and equipping the military forces of foreign
nations.

j. To provide, as directed, administrative and logistic support to
the headquarters of Unified and Specified Combatant Commands, to
include direct support of the development and acquisition of the
command and control systems of such headquarters.

k. To assist each other in the accomplishment of their respective
functions, including the provisions of personnel, intelligence,
training, facilities, equipment, supplies, and services.

l. To prepare and submit, in coordination with other Military
Departments, mobilization information to the JCS.1

2. Common Service Functions. The Army, Navy, Air Force, and
Marine Corps, under their respective Secretaries, are responsible for
the following functions:

a. Determining Service force requirements and making
recommendations concerning force requirements to support national
security objectives and strategy and to meet the operational
requirements of the Unified and Specified Combatant Commands.

b. Planning for the use of intrinsic capabilities of resources of the
other Services that may be made available.

c. Recommending to the JCS the assignment and deployment of
forces to Unified and Specified Combatant Commands established by
the President through the Secretary of Defense.

d. Administering Service forces.
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e. Providing logistic support for Service forces, including
procurement, distribution, supply, equipment, and maintenance,
unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of Defense.

f. Developing doctrines, procedures, tactics, and techniques
employed by Service forces.

g. Conducting operational testing and evaluation.
h. Providing for training for joint operations and joint exercises

in support of Unified and Specified Combatant Command operational
requirements, including the following:

(1) Development of Service training, doctrines, procedures,
tactics, techniques, and methods of organization in accordance with
policies and procedures established in Service publications.

(2) Development and preparation of Service publications to
support the conduct of joint training.

(3) Determination of Service requirements to enhance the
effectiveness of joint training.

(4) Support of that joint training directed by the Commanders
of the Unified and Specified Combatant Commands and conduct of
such additional joint training as is mutually agreed upon by the
Services concerned.

i. Operating organic land vehicles, aircraft, and ships or craft.
j. Consulting and coordinating with the other Services on all

matters of joint concern.
k. Participating with the other Services in the development of the

doctrines, procedures, tactics, techniques, training, publications, and
equipment for such joint operations as are the primary responsibility
of one of the Services.2

3. Functions of the Department of the Air Force
a. The Air Force, within the Department of the Air Force,

includes aviation forces, both combat and service, not otherwise
assigned. The Air Force is responsible for the preparation of the air
forces necessary for the effective prosecution of war and military
operations short of war, except as otherwise assigned and, in
accordance with integrated joint mobilization plans, for the expansion
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of the peacetime components of the Air Force to meet the needs of
war.

b. The primary functions of the Air Force include:

(1) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces for the
conduct of prompt and sustained combat operations in the
air—specifically, forces to defend the United States against air attack
in accordance with doctrines established by the JCS, gain and
maintain general air supremacy, defeat enemy air forces, conduct
space operations, control vital air areas, and establish local air
superiority except as otherwise assigned herein.

(2) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces for
appropriate air and missile defense and space control operations,
including the provision of forces as required for the strategic defense
of the United States, in accordance with joint doctrines.

(3) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces for strategic
air and missile warfare.

(4) To organize, equip, and provide forces for joint
amphibious, space, and airborne operations, in coordination with the
other Military Services, and to provide for their training in accordance
with joint doctrines.

(5) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces for close air
support and air logistic support to the Army and other forces, as
directed, including airlift, air support, resupply of airborne operations,
aerial photography, tactical air reconnaissance, and air interdiction of
enemy land forces and communications.

(6) To organize, train, equip and provide forces for air
transport for the Armed Forces, except as otherwise assigned.

(7) To develop, in coordination with the other Services,
doctrines, procedures, and equipment for air defense from land areas,
including the United States.

(8) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces to furnish
aerial imagery for use by the Army and other agencies as directed,
including aerial imagery for cartographic purposes.
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(9) To develop, in coordination with the other Services, tactics,
techniques, and equipment of interest to the Air Force for amphibious
operations and not provided for elsewhere.

(10) To develop, in coordination with the other Services,
doctrines, procedures, and equipment employed by Air Force forces
in airborne operations.

(11) To provide launch and space support for the Department
of Defense, except as otherwise assigned.

(12) To develop, in coordination with the other Services,
doctrines, procedures, and equipment employed by Air Force forces
in the conduct of space operations.

(13) To organize, train, equip, and provide land-based tanker
forces for the in-flight refueling support of strategic operations and
deployments of aircraft of the Armed Forces and Air Force tactical
operations, except as otherwise assigned.

(14) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces, as directed
to operate air lines of communications.

(15) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces for the
support and conduct of special operations.

(16) To organize, train, equip, and provide forces for the
support and conduct of psychological operations.

(17) To provide equipment, forces, procedures, and doctrine
necessary for the effective prosecution of electronic warfare
operations and, as directed, support of other forces.

c. Collateral functions of the Air Force include the following:
(1) Surface sea surveillance and antisurface ship warfare

through air operations.
(2) Antisubmarine warfare and antiair warfare operations to

protect sea lines of communications.
(3) Aerial minelaying operations.
(4) Air-to-air refueling in support of naval campaigns.

d. Air Force responsibilities in support of space operations
include:

(1) Organizing, training, equipping, and providing forces to
support space operations.
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(2) Developing, in coordination with the other Military
Services, tactics, techniques, and equipment employed by Air Force
forces for use in space operations.

(3) Conducting individual and unit training of Air Force space
operations forces.

(4) Participating with the other Services in joint space
operations, training, and exercises as mutually agreed to by the
Services concerned, or as directed by competent authority.

e. Other responsibilities of the Air Force include:
(1) With respect to amphibious operations, the Air Force shall

develop, in coordination with the other Services, tactics, techniques,
and equipment of interest to the Air Force and not provided for by the
Navy and Marine Corps.

(2) With respect to airborne operations, the Air Force has
specific responsibility to:

(a) Provide Air Force forces for the air movement of
troops, supplies, and equipment in joint airborne operations, includ-
ing parachute and aircraft landings.

(b) Develop tactics and techniques employed by Air
Force forces in the air movement of troops, supplies, and equipment.

(3) With respect to close air support of ground forces, the Air
Force has specific responsibility for developing, in coordination with
the other Services, doctrines and procedures, except as provided for
in Navy responsibilities for amphibious operations and in
responsibilities for the Marine Corps.3

Notes

1. DOD Directive 5100.1, Functions of the Department of Defense and Its
Major Components, 25 September 1987, 11–12.

2. Ibid., 12–13.

3. Ibid., 19–21.
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